




The Microtubes 900™ i s  a 900W ampl i f ie r  equ ipped 
wi th an a l l  ana log preampl i f ie r  and a C lass D Power 
Modu le .  The f i r s t  th ing you wi l l  not ice f rom the 
Microtubes 900 i s  i t s  unusua l  cont ro l  layout :

On the r igh t s ide you ’ l l  f i nd the c lean sect ion wh ich 
i s  the foundat ion of your tone .  

I t  features Ga in and Master cont ro l s  an act ive 4 
band EQ. A long wi th Low and Treb le cont ro l s  you 
w i l l  f i nd Low Mids and H i Mids cont ro l ,  each knob 
wi th the i r  own 3-way f requency sw i tch .  
 
On the le f t  s ide you wi l l  f i nd the Microtubes® Eng ine 
wh ich acts as an ext ra channe l  that can br ing your 
c lean tone to the next leve l  by he lp ing you cut 
through the mix wh i le add ing anyth ing f rom subt le 
tube break up ,  harmon ics and natura l  compress ion 
to ob l i te rat ing d i s tor t ion .

DESCRIPTION

The Microtubes Eng ine™ can be engaged v ia the
f ront pane l  or our own d ig i ta l l y cont ro l led 
In te l l igent Footsw i tch™ ( jack on rear pane l ) .  Bes ides 
engag ing the Microtubes c i rcu i t ry you can ho ld the 
actuator to Mute the ampl i f ie r .  

We equ ipped the power modu le w i th some un ique 
cont ro l  over the power output and min imum speaker 
loads :

The s tandard mode wi l l  de l i ver 900W RMS at 4
Ω/500W at 8Ω .  I f  you se lec t the 2Ω Mode v ia the 
rear pane l  sw i tch the ampl i f ie r  w i l l  de l i ver 900W at 
2Ω/500W at 4Ω and 350W at 8Ω .

Th i s  feature a l lows for max imum power adaptab i l i t y .  
I t  doesn ’ t  mat ter the cab inet conf igurat ion or power 
requ i rements ,  the Microtubes 900 wi l l  de l i ver 
accord ing ly .



INPUT :  Connect your ins t rument v ia a s tandard ¼” 
mono cab le .

PASSIVE/ACTIVE :  Sw i tch f rom pass ive to act ive 
mode .  Some act ive basses can have a hot ter s igna l  
output wh ich can make the amp d i s tor t  ear ly ( fee l  
f ree to use i t  on Pass ive move even w i th act ive 
basses i f  such add i t iona l  d i s tor t ion i s  des i red) .

MICROTUBES :  Turns on or of f  the Microtubes Eng ine
™ to add natura l  compress ion ,  organ ic harmon ic 
enhancement ,  and saturat ion rang ing f rom mi ld 
overdr ive to h igh ga in bass rage .
The Microtubes Eng ine operates before the c lean 
sect ion (you can therefore use the 4 Band Act ive EQ 
for add i t iona l  tone shap ing in add i t ion to the Tone 
knob descr ibed be low) .

DRIVE :  Cont ro l s  the amount of d i s tor t ion that the 
Microtubes Eng ine wi l l del iver . It wi l l change
f rom a sof t  warm overdr ive to a mass ive modern 
d i s tor ted tone .

FEATURES
FRONT PANEL

TONE :  Cont ro l s  the h igh harmon ic content of the 
Microtubes Eng ine v ia a var iab le low pass f i l te r :  
c rank i t  up for add i t iona l  at tack and def in i t ion or 
d im i t  down for a smoother sound .  Th i s  i s  handy i f  
runn ing br igh t c lean EQ set t ings or cab inets w i th 
tweeters .

LEVEL :  Cont ro l s  the Microtubes Eng ine ’ s  output 
vo lume .

BLEND :  Mixes between the C lean s igna l  and the 
D i s tor t ion s igna l  (M icrotubes Eng ine ) .

B3K/VMT :  Se lec t s between two overdr ive vo ic ings :  
B3K mode wi l l  de l i ver an aggress ive ,  percuss ive 
sound wh i le the VMT wi l l  br ing up the mids for a 
warmer ,  more neut ra l  character .



GAIN :  Changes the vo lume of the s igna l  the Act ive 
4 Band EQ. You can set i t  low pr ior to  ensur ing the 
c leanes t operat ion poss ib le or se t i t  h igher for more 
aggress ive growl .  

BASS :  + - 12dB at 80Hz .  Changes the low content of 
the s igna l .  

LOW MIDS :  + - 12dB of the se lec ted f requency v ia the 
LOW MIDS ƒ sw i tch (descr ibed be low) .  Changes the 
lower mid content of the s igna l .

LOW MIDS ƒ :  Use th i s  sw i tch to change the 
f requency of the low mid band f rom 250Hz ,  500Hz 
or 1kHZ .

HI MIDS :   + - 12dB of the se lec ted f requency v ia the 
HI MIDS ƒ sw i tch (descr ibed be low) .  Changes the 
h igher mid content of the s igna l .

H I  MIDS ƒ :  Use th i s  sw i tch to change the f requency 
of the h i  m id band f rom 750Hz ,  1 .5kHz and 3kHZ.

TREBLE :  + - 12dB at 5kHz .  Changes the h igh content 
of the s igna l .

MASTER :  Cont ro l s  the overa l l  vo lume of the 
ampl i f ie r .

MUTE :  Mutes the ampl i f ie r .



FEATURES
BACK PANEL

SPEAKER OUTPUT :  Connects the ampl i f ie r  to your 
cab inet .  Th i s  Speakon combo jack a l lows for e i ther 
Speakon or ¼” speaker cab le operat ion .  

WARNING: Do not use an ins t rument cab le w i th th i s  
jack .  Us ing an ins t rument cab le can damage your 
ampl i f ie r .  

MIN - LOAD :  Press when us ing a 2Ω load .  You can 
use th i s  cont ro l  to lower the output i f  your 4Ω 
cab inet i s  not ab le to hand le more than 500W (you 
can a l so get 350W wi th an 8Ω cab inet in th i s  
conf igurat ion ) .

PRE AMP OUT :  Th i s  output connects the preamp to 
a d i f ferent power amp.
 
POWER AMP IN :  Use th i s  input to connect a 
d i f ferent preamp to the power amp. (master vo lume 
wi l l  be d i sab led)

POST - PRE :  Se lec t s what  s igna l  w i l l  be de l i ve red 
by the D I  ou tpu t .  Se lec t i ng PRE ,  sends a c lean copy 
o f  your  i npu t  bass  s igna l .  Se lec t i ng POST de l i ve r s  a 
s igna l  p roces sed by the preamp of  the amp (ga in ,  
d i s to r t ion ,  eq ,  mas te r ,  e tc . )

GROUND LIFT :  L i f t s  the ground of the DI XLR 
output .   I f  a ground no i se in you DI s igna l  i s  
exper ienced ,  t ry chang ing the se t t ing of th i s  cont ro l .  

BALANCED OUTPUT :  Connects the Microtubes 900 
preampl i f ie r  to ba lanced equ ipment (m ic preamp, 
conso le ,  recorder ,  compressor ,  aud io in ter face ,  e tc . )  
v ia a s tandard XLR jack .

FOOTSWITCH : The Footswi tch a l lows you to remote ly 
engage and disengage the Microtubes Engine . Hold 
the footswi tch to Mute the ampl i f ier .  The VMT/B3K 
push button wi l l  remain operat ional wi th the 
Inte l l igent Footswi tch p lugged in .



FAN :  The fan forces a i r  ins ide out the amp to he lp 
the heats ink sys tem to coo l  the amp. Be sure to 
never cover the vent ho les .

AC SOCKET :  Connects the power cord to the 
ampl i f ie r .

AC POWER ON/OFF :  Turns the ampl i f ie r  on or of f .

Use a regu lar mono ins t rument cab le to connect the 
ampl i f ie r  to the footsw i tch .

Remove the cab le f rom the footsw i tch jack in the 
rear pane l  i f  you want to cont ro l  the amp f rom the 
f ront pane l .

The Microtubes 900 wi l l  on ly work w i th our 
propr ie tary In te l l igent Footsw i tch ( inc luded wi th the 
ampl i f ie r ) .  A gener ic Footsw i tch w i l l  not work w i th 
the Microtubes 900 .
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WARNING

- Do not open the amp. No user serviceable parts inside the 
amplif ier. 

- Make sure the voltage selector switch on the left 
side panel is set properly (115V/230V) before plugging the ampli-
f ier on the AC outlet.

- Never use the amp at a high moisture environment or near 
l iquids. 

- The Microtubes 900 can deliver more than 115 db of power. 
Exposure to this level of sound can damage your hearing. Use 
proper hearing protection if you wil l be exposed.

- The Microtubes 900 can deliver more than 900 Watts. Be sure 
that your speaker cabinet is able to handle that power. You can 
reduce the output of the amp by selecting the 2Ω mode on the 
rear panel (by the Speakon output jack). 

- Do not cover the vent holes. The Fan and vent holes are part 
of the cooling system of the amp. Covering the vent holes can 
produce overheating of the power amp damaging it . 

- Do not use an instrument cable as speaker cable. An Instru-
ment cables are not design to deliver power signals going from 
the amplif ier to the speaker.

For more information, frequently asked questions (FAQ) and 
troubleshooting, please visit : http://www.darkglass.com/micro-
tubes900-faq

EMC / EMI

This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the 
l imits for a Class B Digital device, pursuant to part 15 of the FCC 
rules. These l imits are designed to provide reasonable protec-
tion against harmful interference in residential installations. 
This equipment generates, uses and can radiate radio frequency 
energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with the 
instructions, may cause harmful interference to radio communi-
cations. There is no guarantee that interference wil l not occur in 
a particular installation. 
If this equipment does cause harmful interference to radio or 
television reception, which can be determined by turning the 
equipment off and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct 
the interference by one or more of the following measures:
· Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.
· Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver.
· Connect the equipment to an outlet on a circuit different from 
that to which the receiver is connected.
· Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for 
help.



WARRANTY AND SPECS

WARRANTY

P lease reg i s ter for your warranty at 
h t tp : / /mypeda l .darkg lass .com. The Microtubes 900 i s  
under warranty to the or ig ina l  owner for a per iod 
of three years aga ins t  manufactur ing defects .  

I f  you exper ience a prob lem wi th the un i t ,  p lease 
contact suppor t@darkg lass .com to rece ive a Return 
Author izat ion number or for in format ion on the 
neares t  author ized repa i r  center .  A copy of your 
or ig ina l  rece ip t mus t be inc luded wi th a l l  warranty 
repa i r s .  You are respons ib le for a l l  sh ipp ing 
charges .  The un i t  mus t be sh ipped to us f re ight 
prepa id .  We wi l l  re turn the un i t  f re ight co l lec t .  
Darkg lass E lec t ron ics Oy i s  not respons ib le for 
sh ipp ing damage e i ther to or f rom our serv ice 
center .  C la ims mus t be f i l ed w i th the carr ie r .  

Repa i r s  outs ide the EU p lease contact your loca l  
dea ler or d i s t r ibu tor for your count ry ’ s  spec i f i c  
warranty per iod and repa i r  procedures .  Darkg lass ,  
M icrotubes and Microtubes Eng ine are reg i s tered 
t rademarks of Darkg lass E lec t ron ics Oy ,  
Hernesaarenranta 3L ,  00150 He l s ink i ,  F in land .

SPECIFICATIONS

Input Impedance :  1MΩ
Min imum Load Impedance :  4Ω (2Ω  in 2Ω  mode)
Max imum Power Output :  900 Wat t s RMS @ 4Ω ( 1 khz 
fu l l  b las t  2 min max) 20%THD (450 Wat t s RMS @ 8Ω)
Power Amp Input Impedance :  1MΩ
Power Amp Input Leve l :  1500 mV RMS 1200MV RMS 
at 2 ohm mode
Pre-Amp Output Impedance :  1 kΩ
Pre-Amp Output Leve l :  1200 mV 

Max imum Power Consumpt ion :  approx .  700VA
Forced-a i r  coo led
AC Input Power :  100-250 VAC (V ia se lec tor sw i tch 
on le f t  s ide pane l ) .
Cyc les :  50/60 Hz
Dimens ions :  26 .7cm l  x 7cm h 25 .5 w ( 10 .5 ” l  x 2 .75”h 
x 10”w)  
Weight :  2 .9Kg (6 .39Lbs )

Bu i l t  and Eng ineered in He l s ink i ,  F in land .



For more information, frequently asked questions (FAQ) and 
troubleshooting, please visit : http://www.darkglass.com/micro-
tubes900-faq

EMC / EMI

This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the 
l imits for a Class B Digital device, pursuant to part 15 of the FCC 
rules. These l imits are designed to provide reasonable protec-
tion against harmful interference in residential installations. 
This equipment generates, uses and can radiate radio frequency 
energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with the 
instructions, may cause harmful interference to radio communi-
cations. There is no guarantee that interference wil l not occur in 
a particular installation. 
If this equipment does cause harmful interference to radio or 
television reception, which can be determined by turning the 
equipment off and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct 
the interference by one or more of the following measures:
· Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.
· Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver.
· Connect the equipment to an outlet on a circuit different from 
that to which the receiver is connected.
· Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for 
help.
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